
 

 

Parent Council Meeting 

Friday, February 7, 2014 

 

Opening Verse from Mr. Baker 

 

ACIS (Association of Colorado Independent Schools) Accreditation 

Mr. Baker addressed the group regarding Judy Lucas’s absence. She is extremely busy 

with the ACIS Accreditation. Members of the Administration and Pedagogy are 

undertaking an intense and inclusive self-study of what is being brought to the students 

through the grades focusing on one subject at a time. Mr. Baker was impressed about 

the high amount of documentation about our school which is being generated by this 

process. The Accreditation panel is a diverse group composed of members from other 

Waldorf, Independent, and Montessori School. 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed before and during the Accreditation process. Please contact 

Kelly Church with any interest or questions: kelly@pikespeakyouth.com 

 

Stride for Stars @ Spring Fair; Saturday, May 3, 2014 

Matt Woodhull addressed the group with exciting new ideas for this year’s Walk-a-thon. 

He is planning more activities, games with Mr. Keenan Hand, an extended 5K route 

along with the traditional walk-a-thon. Watch for more information to come out in March 

along with volunteer opportunities. 

 

Donations to DWS 

Kim Daly presented a graph of donations to the school divided by class. (Please see 

copy on next page.) At the next Parent Council meeting we are inviting the community 

to discuss ideas to increase donation participation. Ben Drotar will also be invited to 

discuss the importance of 100% participation. Please join us with your ideas and 

thoughts Friday, March 7. 
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Pledge Payment Projections:
Pledge Payments Due 1/16/2013 - 7/31/2014

YEAR: 2014

Annual Fund Projected Current Total Projected income

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Annual Fund Totals: $2,209 $709 $709 $709 $709 $459 $459 $5,963 $157,364 $163,327

Restricted Gift

Restricted Gift Totals: $364 $364 $364 $364 $364 $364 $364 $2,548 $65,250 $67,798

Average Participation Rate 

58.40%

Co-Chair Needed for 2014-2015 School Year 

Brooke Camfield will be stepping down as Co-Chair of Parent Council at the end of the 

school year. Please take sometime and think about possibly stepping up to fill the 

position or talking with other members of the community you think would make an ideal 

candidate. Please feel free to contact Brooke to discuss the details and responsibilities 

of a Parent Council Co-Chair, brooke@twohandsdesign.com. 

 

Elizabeth Strammiello is still deciding if she would like to step down as well.
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Turbo Teens with Douglas Gerwin, Ph.D, Tuesday, January 14, 2014 

Molly Burke gave a brief summary of the Turbo Teen talk. Below are the notes provided 

by Leigh Rhysling. 

 

Notes from Douglas Gerwin, Ph.D’s presentation “Turbo Teens” 

Tuesday, January 14, 2014 

 

This generation of teens was born into a world with: 

 Home computers & advanced technology 

 Cell phones 

 The decline of the 9-5 workday – parents are always on call 

 Cyberbullying 

 9/11 and other shocking acts of terrorism in the country and around the world 

 Columbine and other school shootings around the country, and the sense that school is 

an unsafe place to be 

How are teens different today? 

In general, today’s teens are showing an acceleration of their physical growth accompanied by a 

deceleration of their psychological development.  

Physical Differences: 

 Taller 

 Earlier onset of puberty 

 More allergies 

 More auto-immune disorders 

 Increased incidences of obesity or anorexia 

 Sensory sensitivities 

 Delayed executive function skills 

Psychological Differences: 



 

 

 Increased incidences of depression, ADHD 

 Lack of personal discipline and family structure 

 Apathy – either not caring or not knowing what to care about 

 Heightened global and environmental consciousness 

 Increased fear and sense of instability 

 

How can we meet their needs? 

Slow education – learning through the will, rather than just the nerve-sense/intellect. 

Arts-based education – reaching the students’ lungs and heart: the breath; the imagination. 

Imagination activities – teaching children to move between their own perspective and the 

perspective of another 

Help them develop the capacity to see things in the world as part of a coherent whole by 

balancing their fragmentation; let them discover this coherence out of their own judgment 

As parents/teachers, we also need to embrace modern life, and let our children feel that they can 

be successful in the circumstances into which they were born. 

What are teens looking for? 

1. Meaning in the world 

2. True love (not necessarily for another person; perhaps for a passion, a dream, an 

endeavor) 

3. Discovery of their purpose or task in life 

How can we help teens find what they’re looking for? 

1. Give them the wisdom to find meaning in the world 

2. Give them the courage to find love through the arts 

3. Give them the wisdom, courage, resilience, strength of volition and will to discover their 

purpose for themselves; the most difficult of the three 

What is the best predictor of success in college & how can we help teens develop 

this skill? 

A high executive function score is the best predictor of college success. Unstructured play (at all 

age levels) is the single most powerful way we can help our children improve their executive 

function. 



 

 

What should the goal of adolescent education be to support their development? 

In many schools, the current model is a stimulus-response format that emphasizes an input-

output style of learning. Weighing, judging, and feeling connected to the action of learning is not 

emphasized. 

By contrast, we should be shifting the role of education away from the nerve-sense based, 

strictly intellectual approach and towards educating the students’ metabolism, volition and 

movement ability to bring some balance to learning that gradually awakens the intellect when 

students are ready. 

  

Coffee Talks 

Sarah Ross and Angelique Rodriguez volunteered to look into future coffee talks. Some 

ideas were to change the frequency, integrate them with the Parent Council meetings, 

renaming, and changing the time. 

 

Next Parent Council Meeting is Friday, March 7th. Please feel to contact the Parent 

Council Co-Chairs or your class rep with any questions or comments.  

 

Brooke Camfield: brooke@twohandsdesign.com 

Elizabeth Strammiello: estrammiello@gmail.com 
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