
 
March 10, 2020 
 
 
Dear Community, 
 
As we continue to monitor the COVID-19 virus in Colorado, I want to remind you of what actions the  
school is taking so far and share more information about our process around determining any possible 
next steps. The COVID-19 task force continues to meet regularly about the impacts of the virus on our 
school and programming. We will continue to monitor recommendations from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as well as, receive 
state and local guidance from Colorado Department of Health and Environment (CDPHE), Denver Public 
Health (DPH) and our accrediting agencies ACIS and AWSNA.  
 
We continue to: 

• Have the students wash their hands before snack and lunch while giving guidance on good hand 
washing techniques. 

• Wipe down the tabletops, chairs and all high touch areas (light switches, door handles, railings) in 
the classrooms and throughout the school on a daily basis. 

• Postpone our handshaking greeting. 
• Minimize the use of communal play areas (sensory tables, etc.). 
• Track student and staff illness. 

 
In addition: 

• We will soon have a website page with all relevant COVID-19 news related to our school so that 
you can stay informed. 

• The campus underwent an industrial cleaning during the past weekend as a preventative measure. 
 
Community Exposure and Potential Closure 
At the time of this message there are 18 confirmed cases for coronavirus in Colorado, and with the 
increased testing we assume that this number will increase. I want to provide clarity around our school 
procedures as we potentially learn about any community exposure or confirmed cases. If a student or staff 
member has direct contact with an individual who has come down with the COVID-19 virus, that person 
is considered a primary contact. If we learn of a primary contact exposure we will take the precautionary 
steps necessary to ensure that the campus is properly disinfected. With guidance from Denver Public 
Health, CDPHE, and our school nurse, this disinfecting may include closing the building for 24 hours and 
re-opening. In addition, students who are considered a primary contact will be asked not to return to 
school until 14 days has passed since the exposure. 
 
There are many possible factors that could determine whether a school closure is necessary for an 
extended period of time. These factors may include a diagnosis of any active COVID-19 case, as well as, 
overall school staffing shortages or student attendance numbers. DWS will follow state and local 
requirements and look for guidance from the CDC or WHO before any extended closure. 
 



Currently the task force, along with The College of Teachers, is investigating ways to provide students 
with meaningful program elements remotely, including distance learning opportunities and online 
resources in the case the school was closed for an extended period of time. If DWS is in need of providing 
these types of experiences we will offer more information and collect specifics regarding online and 
computer access. 
 
If your student is home from school please let us know if it is due to symptoms and illness, personal 
precaution or for a non-medical reason. We will continue to offer reasonable accommodations and student 
support for missing assignments for students missing school during this time. 
 
Field Trips and Events 
We are monitoring any new developments locally and across the state to determine the need to cancel 
field trips, and we are consulting CDC travel advisories and airport activity in regards to our upcoming 
Senior Trip to Alaska. At this time there are no field trip cancellations, however, this might change in the 
coming days and weeks as we learn more. 
 
We are hopeful that we can continue to host the incredible events we have coming up in the near future; 
DWS Talent Show, Senior Projects, and Fans of Spring. We will monitor our own community health and 
receive guidance from Denver Public Health to determine if any community events need to be cancelled 
or postponed. 
 
Community and Taking Care of Each Other 
As we navigate these new challenges together it is important that we remember what an incredible 
community we have here at The Denver Waldorf School. We strive to be mindful and ensure that 
students, faculty and families are not targeted or blamed in any way based on exposure or sickness. We 
also want to ensure medical information stays private, and remember that it can be insensitive and hurtful 
to joke and spread rumors. Thank you all in advance for upholding these values together. 
 
Once our COVID-19 website page is live we will be sure to post resources on how to talk with kids in 
trying times, how to navigate stress, and how to take care of yourself. I have complete confidence that we 
will come through this trying time together and even learn many valuable lessons along the way. 
 
Although this is an uncertain time for each of us, I find that this is an opportunity to model flexibility and 
embrace uncertainty! These are skills we hope to cultivate in each of our students anyhow! 
 
In love, light, and health, 

 
Kelly Church 


